Kodak Zi8
Pocket Video Camera
Operational Guide – St Cloud State University 


Front View



Back View

Charging
First turn off camera, then plug into computer or electrical outlet
Charging light
On – charging
Off – fully charged
2 hours - electrical outlet
4 hours - USB

Inserting an SD or SDHC card
Turn off the camera
Insert the card
Caution: A card can only be inserted one way; do not force it.



Recording videos, taking pictures
When you turn on the camera, it’s ready to record
Before you record, format the memory card (see “Accessing the menu settings” below).
Main “joystick” can start/stop recording, zoom in/out, and change record modes (note that the zoom quality is poor—I’d recommend not using it).


Record modes: 
1080p is best for viewing on an HDTV
720p/60fps is best for sports and action
720p is best for viewing on a computer, YouTube & Facebook 
* I’d recommend 720p if working with Final Cut Pro
WVGA is Web ready & best for conserving memory card space; 
Still is for 5.3 MP pictures. 

Adjusting the focus range
Landscape: for most videos
Macro: for subjects approximately 5.9 inches from the lens
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Playing videos
Press joystick left or right to fast-forward or fast-rewind 2x, 4x, 8x, 16x
Press the Review button to play in slow motion
While paused, press joystick left or right to forward/reverse one frame at a time
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Deleting videos/pictures
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*Note that it’s better to format the card to erase all of the clips and images, rather than delete them one at a time.

Transferring files to your computer
Turn camera off and connect the camera to computer via USB plug. The camera will turn on automatically.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The camera appears as an external hard drive called “No Name” on the computer desktop.
Drag files from the camera icon to the Data HD on your computer
Make sure you eject the camera icon on the desktop before you unplug the camera from the computer.


Understanding the status icons
[image: ]
Accessing the settings menu
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Date/Time – Set the date/time
Video Out – Choose the setting (We use NTSC, not PAL) 
Brightness – Set LCD brightness
Camera Sounds – Turns camera sounds On/Off (beeps etc.)
External Microphone Gain – Sets sensitivity of external microphone
Image Stabilization – Turn on to reduce video blur
Face Detection – Turns face detection on/off
Format Card – Erase, format the card
Camera Info – View firmware and ARCSOFT Software versions

Using an external stereo microphone
Has a built-in mono microphone
Use an external stereo microphone for better quality audio
3/5 mm jack
To adjust audio gain – see the settings menu
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